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1.

Education population and language of instruction

2.
Administrative control and extent of public-sector funded
education

There is no national inspectorate. The Ministry of Education, Science and
Culture is responsible for evaluation and supervision of education at all educational levels.
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3.

Pre-primary education

4.

Compulsory education

(i) Phases

(ii) Admissions criteria

(iii) Length of school day/week/year

(iv) Class size/student grouping

(v) Curriculum control and content
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(vi) Assessment, progression and qualifications

5.

Post-compulsory education/upper secondary and post-secondary level

(i) Types of education
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(ii) Admissions criteria

(iii) Curriculum control and content

(iv) Assessment, progression and qualifications

6.

Higher education

(i) Structure
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(ii) Access

(iii) Qualifications

7.

Special needs

8.

Teachers

9.

Current reforms and priorities

Pre-Primary level
A new Pre-Primary School Act entered into force on 1 July 2008.
The main objectives of the Act are the following:
The main emphasis is on children’s welfare and interests.
It will be systematically ensured that the duties and responsibilities of
parents and children are as comparable as possible between the compulsory
school and pre-school, taking into account the fact that pre-school attendance is
optional and compulsory school attendance is obligatory.
5

The Act reflects recent changes in the society and economy, increased
sociological diversity and the fact that most parents work away from the home.
Children’s right for specialist services is defined as well as the duty to
provide information to parents. The pre-school is for all children without
discrimination so it is important to ensure that all children can get specialist
assistance as needed.
The Act stipulates increased possibilities for parents to actively participate
in pre-school activities, which is in keeping with the Acts for Upper Secondary
School and for Compulsory School.
Evaluation of pre-school activities and information dissemination is
increased considerably.
As the supervision and administration of the pre-school is more definitely
transferred to the municipalities, a clearer criteria is provided for evaluation of
pre-school activities, their quality control and information dissemination.
The municipalities’ supervision for pre-school affairs is reinforced and their
responsibilities are defined more explicitly. The criteria for evaluation and
quality control of pre-school activities and information dissemination are
clearly defined.
Support for development and innovation in pre-schools is increased.

Compulsory level
A new Compulsory School Act entered into force on 1 July 2008.
The main objectives of the Act are the following:
to provide conditions that make the education of children in Iceland
exemplary at international level
to ensure the welfare of all compulsory school children as well as equal
study opportunities
to provide pupils and their parents with a variety of alternatives regarding
choice of compulsory schools and study arrangements
to ensure that studies are adapted to the different needs of pupils and that
they participate actively in school activities
to increase the scope and coherence between school levels and within the
compulsory school level
to ensure that compulsory school children get the appropriate study support
and that specialist services are coordinated with the main focus on the child’s
needs
to clarify the responsibilities, rights and duties of children and parents
to increase participation of parents in school activities and ensure their close
collaboration with the school administration and the school community in
general
to increase the municipalities’ authority of compulsory school affairs and
strengthen school autonomy
to clarify division of tasks between state, municipalities and compulsory
school administration
to confirm the main rule that children’s compulsory school education shall
be free of charge
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to strengthen the evaluation and monitoring of school operations in order to
encourage progress and improvements to compulsory school activities.

Upper secondary level
A new Upper Secondary School Act entered into force on 1 July 2008. The upper
secondary schools have to July 2011 to fully implement all provisions of the Act. The main
objectives of the Act are:
To enforce pupils’ rights to acquire education, e.g. by the duty of the
authorities to provide education until the age of 18
To define the implicit role of the matriculation examination as preparation
for higher education, while providing upper secondary schools with flexibility
for structuring their study programmes with regard to organisation and content
To take into account pupils’ needs and requirements when organising school
activities by increasing considerably the flexibility of study organisation and
increasing the number of study programmes in order to provide conditions for
more individuals to complete recognised studies to decrease the drop-out rate
To provide extensive counselling and support for pupils and to organise
special upper secondary school final examination based on special study
programmes
To provide upper secondary schools with the liberty to develop specific
study programmes based on the specialisation and strengths of each school and
according to demand for specialised study provisions and solutions
To decentralise considerably the organisation of study programmes and
curricula
To increase the scope and flexibility of study programme descriptions e.g.
by adopting a new course unit evaluation system
To ensure transparency and coherence in evaluation of pupils’ achievements
in all studies at upper secondary level, including vocational education and
equality in evaluation of the matriculation examination taken within academic
as well as vocational study programmes
To entrust educational institutions with increased responsibility of
developing study provisions on the margins of educational levels in order to
increase flexibility and the possibilities of pupils transferring between school
levels
To safeguard the position and interests of pupils in vocational education in
general, e.g. by making the upper secondary school responsible for
organisation of workplace training
To ensure quality of education by strengthening internal and external
evaluation of school activities and support improvements thereof

Higher education level
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