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Mr. President,


Taking the floor for the first time during the 56th session let me extend to you my sincere congratulations on your election as President of the General Assembly.  In these trying times you will be playing an important role and I assure you of the willingness of the Icelandic Delegation to support your efforts.


As this is also the first time Iceland takes the floor after the horrific terrorist attacks on the United States on 11 September, I would like to express the heartfelt sympathies of the Government and people of Iceland to the Government and people of the United States.  Our nation feels for the families and friends of the victims. We strongly condemn the forces behind these incomprehensibly brutal and cowardly acts against innocent people.


I welcome this opportunity to reiterate Iceland’s full support for the way the United States is conducting its response to the threat of international terrorism.  To deal with that threat effectively requires a comprehensive, long-term approach beyond military reprisals, however necessary the use of force may be. As a global problem, terrorism, including its networks and resources, will also require the undivided attention of the international community as a whole.


Mr. President,


We are seeing an international coalition emerge which, in the short term, stands ready to bring those responsible to justice, and, in the long term, to cooperate closely in uprooting terrorist organisations in the world, relieving the future of this evil.  This is indeed a positive development. In this context allow me also to underline the important and historical decision of the North Atlantic Alliance to invoke article 5 of the Washington Treaty. An attack on the United States thus became an attack on each and every member of an Alliance committed to collective defence. The right of individual or collective self-defence is firmly anchored in article 51 of the Charter of the United Nations. The North Atlantic Alliance is prepared for a long campaign against international terrorism in cooperation with its partners. In this context I would  particularly like to note the important role of the Russian Federation. 


Consolidation of efforts is needed. The Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) has called on all 55 participating States to work together to develop an OSCE-wide plan of action for the fight against terrorism. The same is true of the Council of Europe and the European Union, which have reacted with the same swift determination to find ways to fight international terrorism. 


At the national level, Iceland is in the process of taking the necessary steps to become a party to and ratify the International Convention for the Suppression of the Financing of Terrorism which we signed yesterday and to speedily ratify the already signed International Convention for the Suppression of Terrorist Bombings.  Furthermore, we are also considering other UN-conventions aimed against terrorism which Iceland is not yet a party to with a view to ratify those as soon as possible.  UNSC Resolutions 1267, 1269 and 1333 are also being implemented.  In this regard we welcome the swift and unanimous action by the Security Council in adopting Resolution 1373, inter alia to block all possible means of terrorist financing.  Iceland is also closely cooperating with the European Union in adopting and revising its legislation in order to facilitate the suppression of international terrorism.


All this is in line with the exceptional solidarity behind the UNSC Resolution 1368, calling on the international community to redouble their efforts to prevent and suppress terrorist acts.  And the unity in the General Assembly calling for urgent action to enhance international cooperation to prevent and eradicate acts of terrorism. A truly global coalition is emerging. I commend the role of the Government of the United States in bringing about this unique coalition.


Terrorist acts can never be justified; they are always unacceptable acts of violence and those who suffer are innocent civilians. We applaud the multilayered and global approach adopted by the International Community and its comprehensive response using the full set of tools available to governments, economic, political and diplomatic as well as military.  The UN needs, as vigilantly as ever, to continue addressing the problems that might contribute to the desperation, alienation and hopelessness that those behind terrorism try making use of and turn in their favour with brutal manipulation and fanaticism. 


Mr. President,


The tragic events of September 11th have radically changed our security environment and fighting terrorism should therefore become a priority of the UN. We recognise that the UN has long been active in the fight against international terrorism. Now we need to develop new methods as well as making full use of all the available means of the UN system, the truly global character of the organisation and the numerous international legal instruments available to us. The fight against terrorism is not a fight against any religious or ethnic group. We must avoid all forms of discrimination, xenophobia and intolerance. Most importantly we must not be terrorised away from adhering to our basic values of democracy, freedom and human rights. Let us join hands in preventing that the 21st Century becomes an age of terror. We have worked too hard to make this world more secure and stable to allow that to happen. 


Thank you, Mr. President.
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